
Welcome to our 2nd
Year 11 Information Evening 

Tonight’s focus 
Upcoming mocks

Supporting your child in English, Mathematics and Science

Supporting your child to revise

Reporting to parents



Year 11 Year 11 
1 & ½ -terms



3 Steps to success  

1.Mock Exam 1 Mid November 

2.Mock Exam 2 One week either side of 
Feb half term 

3.GCSE Summer Exams – 7th May 
(practical and vocational subjects 
taking place before this)  



Autumn, spring and summer terms 

• Three steps to success 

• Each structured to support the next 

• Each structured to support 
students practice content they have 
learnt and find out areas they need 
to work on further  

• Step One – Autumn mocks

• Step Two – Spring mocks

• Step Three – Summer exams 



Autumn, spring and summer terms 

Mock 1 Mock 2 GCSE Exams 



Autumn Mocks 

• Mock Monday 20th October – English Literature and Biology 

• Mock week = mock week and 1 day!
• 10th – 14th November

• 17th November

• Students will sit at least one paper in most subjects 

• It is a busy schedule

• Afternoon exams may finish after 3pm 

• Today - Students received a printed booklet of topics which may come 
up in exam and should use to support their revision and preparation

• In between mock exams normal lesson continue 



Collected 
today 



Autumn Mocks 

Supporting your child 

• If you have anything booked on these days please get these 
appointments changed 

• If absent due to illness then any missed assessments will be 
completed on return to school – these will be arranged at the end of 
the school day to ensure further learning is not missed

• This is important so students and teachers know what areas they 
need to work on next

• And as part of our contingency plans 



Reporting 

• Our first year 11 reports will be shared shortly

• Two key areas you will wish to review

• One - Our reports are based on assessments. You will receive for each 
subject

• % your child achieved

• % average

• % highest in subject

• More students achieve a grade 4 or 5 than any other grade so if they are 
working around the average this is what you can expect



Reporting 

• Our first year 11 reports will be shared shortly

• Two key areas you will wish to review

• Two - Predictions – what your child could achieve if they continue on 
the current trajectory

• Based on a variety of information

• Predictions are not guarantees of a grade!

• They are also not fixed in stone – at this point hard work has seen students 
improve even as much as five whole grades!



Reporting 

•What is a target? 

•What happens if I am not happy with my grades? 

•What happens if I am happy with my grades? 



Supporting your child in
GCSE Mathematics

 Craig Powell craig.powell@shoreham-academy.org

mailto:.powell@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:.powell@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:.powell@shoreham-academy.org


Summer Success 2025

Grade 9-4 Grade 9-5 Grade 9-7 Grade 9’s

National 
Average

72% 53% 22% 5%

United 
Learning 

73% 57% 25%

Shoreham 
Academy

86% 73% 30% 7%



GCSE Maths
• Higher tier (9-4 grade)

• Foundation tier (5-1 grade)

• Exams in May and June and we use Pearson Edexcel 

Paper 1 (non-calculator)

• 80 marks

• 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2 & 3 (calculator)

• 80 marks

• 1 hour 30 minutes

• Black pen, ruler, protractor, compass, pencil and rubber

• Correct calculator- Casio FX83 not just a scientific calculator 
from Tesco or Amazon- through parent pay- cheapest option



GCSE Maths Tiering

• The Curriculum is fundamentally different

• Higher is almost double the content- foundation content is expected 
prior knowledge

• Crossover is minimal is compared to some other subjects

• KS3 knowledge form Y7, Y8 and Y9 is fundamental

• “Easier to get a 5 on Higher than Foundation”- incorrect









GCSE Maths:
I don’t know how to revise for Maths? 

• Practice, practice, practice! 

• 1 hour a week of math's homework  (DUE EVERY MONDAY)

• Sparx Independent Learning Platform

• Sparx Revision

• Sparx Fix up Tasks

• Practice Papers

• Various websites are useful to support revision

• Revision books (Pearson)



Maths Paper Society



Sparx

Independent Platform





Sparx Revision



Sparx Revision



GCSE Maths:
I don’t know how to revise for maths? 

• Set an amount of time for revision

• Have clear structed topics to tackle

• Remove phones from the environment

• Practice each topic for 10-15 minutes

• Topic switch 

• Recall prior topics

• Recall topics you can do



GCSE Maths:
Subject progression? 

• Curriculum & Topics are still being taught and will continue until 
Easter

• Exam practice and exposure will increase

• Focused revision allows skill sets to be mastered

• %’s may seem much lower than expected- do not be 
disheartened

• Learn from the mocks- use as a revision guide

• Potential for huge % increases from mock1 to mock2 and again 
from mock2 to summer exams



Sparx QLA- Fix Up Tasks

Bespoke to each 

student

This gives you 

consistent access 

to your QLA’s



Sparx QLA- Fix Up Tasks

This will be 

available for all 3 

papers. 

Like the revision 

programme you 

want to aim to have 

fixed up all topics 

and question by 

Mock 2. It is not to 

rush through in a 

few weeks



‘I’m not good at maths so I can’t help…’

• Encouragement and support- not mathematical help. Students will 
be independently sitting their exams

• Help them with organizing their time

• Support the removal of distractions

• Set a revision timetable

• Check homework completion

• Support and encourage independent learning- log it



GCSE Maths:
Our guide at this point 

• 1 hours of Maths homework per week

• 1 hour of independent study per week

• Some students are currently exceeding this

• Many are not doing anything beyond set HW at 

    the moment

• Balance independent study with homework

• Homework completed by Friday

• Get support needed from expert teachers

• Its ok to continue to struggle with topics- move on



Supporting your child in
GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature
Anna Jackowska

anna.jackowska@shoreham-academy.org



English Language and English Literature

June 2025 English successes

Shoreham Academy: 

9-4: 88%

9-5: 77% 

9-7: 36%
National average 
(language)

9-4 71%

9-5 58%

9-7 19%

National average 
(literature)

9-4 74%

9-5 58%

9-7 20%



English Language and English Literature
Two distinct GCSEs

AQA for English Language

Edexcel for English Literature

English Literature - Edexcel

Paper 1 – Macbeth and The Empress (50% of GCSE)

Paper 2 – Frankenstein and Poetry (50% of GCSE)

English Language - AQA

Paper 1 – 19th Century fiction and creative writing  (50% of GCSE)

Paper 2 – Non-fiction texts and transactional writing (50% of GCSE)

Spoken Language – completed in Year 10 (not part of final grade)



Mock exams this term

English Literature – Monday 20th October

Paper 2 – Frankenstein and Poetry (2 hours 15 minutes – 80 marks)

English Language - November mocks

Paper 2 – Non-fiction texts and transactional writing (1 hour 45 minutes)

Students will be given a topic list to support their revision for this paper.



Succeeding in English 

• In English we teach a significant proportion of the curriculum in Year 
10, so students already know what is coming up in every paper. 

• Success in English is not just about knowledge but how students 
apply that knowledge in their writing.

• Year 11 is about building writing stamina, developing exam technique 
and refining academic writing style.

• Attending every lesson and being ready to learn
• Completing homework on time and to the best of your ability
• Using Firefly revision resources to consolidate knowledge
• Completing past papers to prepare for mocks



The importance of homework 

• Homework is set weekly on Firefly and it is vital that your child fully engages 
with the tasks they are being asked to do.

• We would encourage a regular time each week for your child to complete 
homework. This way they can get into the rhythm of completing tasks.

• We use homework to revise topics taught in Year 10 – currently homework is 
related to poetry anthology revision.

• We also use homework to build on your child's vocabulary which will help 
them for all papers.





‘You can’t revise for English…’
• This is categorically wrong! There is a lot to revise.

• For English Language, there is the revision of skill.
• We cover the skills required to answer each question in lessons, but these need to be 

revised. This can be done with past papers and revision guides.
• This can be done primarily through practice questions and papers. These are 

available on Firefly. This will be vital for success in the upcoming mock in November.

• For English literature, there is revision of skill and knowledge that is 
necessary.

• Students should revise: character, plot, themes, contextual factors for all texts and 
poems.

• Flash cards are particularly effective, as you can then support your child in testing 
them.

• Writing out essay responses under timed conditions is vital. Your child needs to be 
able to apply their knowledge quickly and succinctly.



English Language  - 
AQA

There have been 
reforms to the 

English language 
paper, so if you are 
buying a revision 

guide, please ensure 
it's 'for exams in 

2026 and beyond'. New GCSE English Language AQA Exam Practice 
Workbook - with Answers and Videos (for exams 
from 2026) (CGP AQA GCSE English Language): 
Amazon.co.uk: CGP Books, CGP Books: 
9781782943709: Books

New GCSE English Language AQA Complete 
Revision & Practice with CGP RevisionHub: 
for exams from 2026: Amazon.co.uk: CGP 
Books, CGP Books: 9781782944140: Books

https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-English-Language-AQA-Workbook/dp/1782943706/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3BMNCES42PV3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8NhEx7DRv3WVFY1cvzVCjFTjU2M-Tua8HVu3JVORczc8GyWu3mRdhRU09-OgsgcrUHp92YgTjhYRraWhoQrb9p8u8e5lRmlz0LvW5W7cLLX9uA400pCUA9Idj_pl_almNj6qpnpIAc8ddGdS2jvS-HoUS3lv24hOE8jhSI1QOBzkNek0Raw2XBxciYi5ea5pvOyO9Pgj_F_0UmtrEGL_jaNuvDJcIY1SNk50tHEVy3E.uM6UOOtxX2H4aninF_x01PQzuMGq2xzlLljU4Vq_VIQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=aqa+language+guide&qid=1760342747&sprefix=aqa+language+guid%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/English-Language-Complete-Revision-Practice/dp/1782944141/ref=bmx_dp_d_sccl_1_1/523-2412873-9413955?pd_rd_w=Q1fr3&content-id=amzn1.sym.823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_p=823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_r=96VX6R6R34QGSPEEDRQ3&pd_rd_wg=OHYtg&pd_rd_r=8948048e-4559-44f3-8b49-2871aa220ded&pd_rd_i=1782944141&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/English-Language-Complete-Revision-Practice/dp/1782944141/ref=bmx_dp_d_sccl_1_1/523-2412873-9413955?pd_rd_w=Q1fr3&content-id=amzn1.sym.823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_p=823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_r=96VX6R6R34QGSPEEDRQ3&pd_rd_wg=OHYtg&pd_rd_r=8948048e-4559-44f3-8b49-2871aa220ded&pd_rd_i=1782944141&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/English-Language-Complete-Revision-Practice/dp/1782944141/ref=bmx_dp_d_sccl_1_1/523-2412873-9413955?pd_rd_w=Q1fr3&content-id=amzn1.sym.823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_p=823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_r=96VX6R6R34QGSPEEDRQ3&pd_rd_wg=OHYtg&pd_rd_r=8948048e-4559-44f3-8b49-2871aa220ded&pd_rd_i=1782944141&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/English-Language-Complete-Revision-Practice/dp/1782944141/ref=bmx_dp_d_sccl_1_1/523-2412873-9413955?pd_rd_w=Q1fr3&content-id=amzn1.sym.823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_p=823effd4-ffa6-40b2-a75a-c69d605eb160&pf_rd_r=96VX6R6R34QGSPEEDRQ3&pd_rd_wg=OHYtg&pd_rd_r=8948048e-4559-44f3-8b49-2871aa220ded&pd_rd_i=1782944141&psc=1


English Language:
How can I support my child?

• Ensure your child is reading. This can be a range of texts – newspaper articles, 
reviews, short stories, match reports, novels. The best way to help is if you both 
read the same piece, and then discuss it. Ask your child questions like:
o What do you think the writer's opinion is on …
o What do you think the writer's intentions were?
o Which moments in the text stood out to you and why?

• Ensure your child is completing their homework each week.

• Ensure your child is engaging with any additional resources we are providing, and 
using Firefly for past papers and revision material.



What can students find on Firefly?

There are so many 
resources on Firefly 
for both Language and 
Literature.

Students can use 
these to address any 
gaps in their 
knowledge.

They will also find past 
papers they can 
complete in timed 
conditions.



English Literature - Edexcel

All available on Amazon
No physical revision guides 
exist for The Empress but 
there are lots of free revision 
resources on BBC Bitesize.

GCSE English Shakespeare Text Guide - Macbeth includes 
Online Edition & Quizzes: for the 2025 and 2026 exams (CGP 
GCSE English Text Guides) : CGP Books, CGP Books: 
Amazon.co.uk: Books

GCSE English Text Guide - Frankenstein includes Online 
Edition & Quizzes: for the 2025 and 2026 exams (CGP GCSE 
English Text Guides): Amazon.co.uk: CGP Books, CGP Books: 
9781782943129: Books

Edexcel Poetry Anthology D: Belonging: A Guide for Edexcel 
GCSE English Literature (1ET0/02): Amazon.co.uk: Croft, Liz: 
9781087243566: Books

The Empress - GCSE English Literature - BBC 
Bitesize

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Shakespeare-Guide/dp/1841461164/ref=asc_df_1841461164?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80264405731102&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583863980690781&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Text-Guide/dp/1782943129/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3I6C5NTPMXE71&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1U9nh9MhI62YQVI33FyVloiQ06ZKOBjht4yuf0esDuEqhEmndHeDvRApMN4EuBUeFWqI72Fv4x9_sQJQyswbcSY2nvvtAYigg8l8v-40IdXavurWseiyDAsf0ClAX0qAbQjE8A99HcodxDtfjItzRzOoPqF_kC-zKUg0Xi-qmtRCcA03AYlIDh1seZ8vvsf--8V0QP99UPoeDd3hSVveLtrnlj_QH8PYEeJOxZaLglM.aTPsfr3l8nEWOYn5RSfUIWRD1lk-Nxj4uzUtgDU68u8&dib_tag=se&keywords=cgp+frankenstein&qid=1725978485&s=books&sprefix=cgp+frankenstein%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Text-Guide/dp/1782943129/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3I6C5NTPMXE71&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1U9nh9MhI62YQVI33FyVloiQ06ZKOBjht4yuf0esDuEqhEmndHeDvRApMN4EuBUeFWqI72Fv4x9_sQJQyswbcSY2nvvtAYigg8l8v-40IdXavurWseiyDAsf0ClAX0qAbQjE8A99HcodxDtfjItzRzOoPqF_kC-zKUg0Xi-qmtRCcA03AYlIDh1seZ8vvsf--8V0QP99UPoeDd3hSVveLtrnlj_QH8PYEeJOxZaLglM.aTPsfr3l8nEWOYn5RSfUIWRD1lk-Nxj4uzUtgDU68u8&dib_tag=se&keywords=cgp+frankenstein&qid=1725978485&s=books&sprefix=cgp+frankenstein%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-GCSE-English-Text-Guide/dp/1782943129/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3I6C5NTPMXE71&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1U9nh9MhI62YQVI33FyVloiQ06ZKOBjht4yuf0esDuEqhEmndHeDvRApMN4EuBUeFWqI72Fv4x9_sQJQyswbcSY2nvvtAYigg8l8v-40IdXavurWseiyDAsf0ClAX0qAbQjE8A99HcodxDtfjItzRzOoPqF_kC-zKUg0Xi-qmtRCcA03AYlIDh1seZ8vvsf--8V0QP99UPoeDd3hSVveLtrnlj_QH8PYEeJOxZaLglM.aTPsfr3l8nEWOYn5RSfUIWRD1lk-Nxj4uzUtgDU68u8&dib_tag=se&keywords=cgp+frankenstein&qid=1725978485&s=books&sprefix=cgp+frankenstein%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
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English Literature:
How can I support my child?

• Students have their own annotated copies of Frankenstein, 
Macbeth, The Empress and their Poetry anthologies from Year 10. 
Encourage them to re-visit Macbeth and Frankenstein so they know 
these texts really well.

• Encourage them to talk about the texts we study and to create 
revision mind maps and flashcards for the key themes, plot, 
characters and quotes from each text.

• Ensure your child is completing their homework each week.

• When students are given topic lists, encourage them to use these to 
check what they need to know for each paper.



Digital Theatre +
Students just use their normal 
school logins to access this 
brilliant platform.



Succeeding in English 

• In English we teach the whole curriculum in Year 10, so students already 
know what is coming up in every paper. 

• Success in English is not just about knowledge but how students apply that 
knowledge in their writing.

• Year 11 is about building writing stamina, developing exam technique and 
refining academic writing style.

• Attending every lesson and being ready to learn
• Completing homework on time and to the best of your ability
• Using Firefly revision resources to consolidate knowledge
• Completing past papers to prepare for mocks



If your child is stuck…

• Refer to their exercise books.

• Use Firefly as there is a wealth of resources there.

• Use trusted websites such as BBC Bitesize, Sparknotes or LitCharts.

• Either email or speak to their class teacher. We are all very willing to 
support!

• If you have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to 
contact me on:

anna.jackowska@shoreham-academy.org

mailto:Hannah.albuery@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:Hannah.albuery@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:Hannah.albuery@shoreham-academy.org


Supporting your child in
GCSE Science

 Matt McKee matthew.mckee@shoreham-academy.org

mailto:matthew.mckee@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:matthew.mckee@shoreham-academy.org
mailto:matthew.mckee@shoreham-academy.org


GCSE Science Courses

• Almost all study AQA GCSE Combined Science (known as 
Trilogy).

• One group study extra lessons to take separate sciences leading 
to 3 separate GCSE science grades (a GCSE in Biology, in 
Chemistry and in Physics).

• The November mocks will be the paper 1 part of the course, (like 
the real May exams). This covers the year 10 content.

• The February mocks will be the paper 2 part of the course, (like 
the real June exams). These cover the year 11 content.



Tiering
Pupils are sitting Combined Science Trilogy papers:

• All foundation papers (pupils targeted up to a grade 5-5)

• All higher papers (pupils aiming to gain a 6-6 or above)



Tiering
The higher tier does give access to higher grades but comes at a risk 
of harder content, harder questions, with longer answers required 
and less support in how they are phrased and structured. 

It is not true that “it’s easier to score a 6 on the higher paper as you 
don’t need as many marks” we do still hear this incorrect advice.

For a small number of pupils who are working at the level between 
the two papers we need to be careful and review several key issues, 
in order for them to get their safest, most likely, best grade.



Key Challenges
1. A broad spread of a lot of content, (it is 2 GCSE’s worth) – so start revising, 

and keep going – little and often.

2. We don’t know the types of questions or which topics – so they need 
experience of types of questions and to know the content.

3. Accuracy of language – important to phrase it correctly and to act on 
advice given in school, careful adjectives, (more, less, brighter, faster)

4. Enough detail to make the point yet still brief – avoid waffling, but 
balanced with not just a one word answer unless the question says state, 
name, identify

5. Required Practicals – pupils need to understand how and why we do 
different steps or equipment for some key experiments.



These Mocks are Important!

They provide valuable experiences of the exams and also for science 
we can consider more reliably:

• Is their revision effective, (not just – need to do some more)

• What their weaker content areas might be, (did they revise the 
easy bits they already knew)

• Skills to improve (graphs, calculations, long answers)

• How they are performing compared to their potential

• Which tier they should sit for their best and safest result



Independent Learning (revision) on Sparx

Use what you already have!

Tab top Right.

Choose a topic to work on (at the bottom).





New Revision Guides.
Lots more questions in them.

Provides information & importantly…

Questions and Answers – be active.

Means can revise without screen 
temptations…

Can use them for practicing recall.







Revising small sections of learning that you 
don’t know very well…
e.g. a single required practical, food tests..

If you have a rough idea…

You could Braindump on a page, and then check and improve, then 
repeat the process till it’s correct.

Or if less sure..



Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check, Repeat

e.g. energy profiles..
1. Look at the correct details, e.g. in a revision 

guide or bitesize.
2. Say it to yourself.
3. Cover / don’t look – at the original.
4. Then without looking try and write out key 

points.
5. Then check
6. What did you miss / get wrong
7. Repeat 1-6 till its all correct
8. Check it another day too…



Content on the paper 1’s.

Biology Paper 1: topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and 
response; and Bioenergetics.  Mock this Monday 20th October

Chemistry Paper 1:  topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes Tues 4th November

Physics Paper 1: topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of 
matter; and Atomic structure. Friday 7th November



What might be on the papers..

Information – find your 
gaps in what you know

Questions to answer – 
be active – what are 
your gaps to spend 
more time on.

We have given out a knowledge 
organiser pack for Biology (and pupils 
will get the ones for Chemistry and 
Physics next week).



What might be on the papers.

Those revision guides I mentioned..

Not your yr 
11 work for 
this mock



Physics Equation Sheet
Pupils will be given the 

equation sheet this year..
Warning..

Pupils still need to be able to 
choose which equation.

Convert any units that aren’t in 
the right form
Manipulate it.

Know the units of the answer.



How you can help
1. Use all the advice from my colleagues
2. Check they’re using sparx, and something more, email 

teachers / me if there’s a problem.
3. Ask to see what they’ve done, ask questions, ‘what’s this 

about’, ‘what do you feel you know better’ ‘what topics 
do you want to do next’

4. Active revision, not just copying, not just watching or 
reading, (flash cards tricky in science, so many key 
words).

5. Look, say, cover, write, check the tougher things, e.g. 
order of digestive system, heart labelling

6. Get started – success is a habit not an event.



SUPPORT



Year 11 is a marathon!

• Right now its about building effective habits

• No good waiting to the week before an exam to start – START NOW!

• Students need to spend around 12 hours a week working outside of school
• Part One – homework set by teacher
• Part Two – working on areas independently that they are not yet confident in

• Ask your child
• To see their study plan – help them plan out their time if they need this
• Help them find a quiet space to work
• Ask them about what they are working on
• Praise and reward their hard work
• Make sure they are taking well-earned breaks and participating in things they enjoy 

including outside activity



Don’t just go revise!

Research found

• 84% of students said they used 
rereading as a study strategy

Other study strategies that are NOT the 
most effective are

• Highlighting

• Looking up information on a computer, 
copy and pasting or writing out



Effective revision requires PLANNING

1. Find out what you need to 
revise

2. Set aside time to revise

3. Set up space to revise in

4. Check if you actually know 
key concepts.

5. Revise topics you don’t know

6. Review how effective your 
learning strategies have 
been

7. Adapt where necessary.



This is how we revise1. Choose a topic 

2. Write down everything 
you know from your head 

3. Now get out your 
book and add in what 
you did NOT know in 
a different colour 

5. Practice 
and retest a 
couple of 
weeks later

4. Create flash cards for all 
those things you could not 
remember or got wrong 



Other important 
information 



Take a break and relax

Support your child to look after themselves 

• Getting outside and frequent exercise 

• Setting aside time to meet with friends and family 

• Give themselves relaxation time – listen to music, read a book, 
play xbox 

• Keep up with their hobbies 

• Eat well 

• Sleep well 

• Talk about how they are feeling  



Sixth Form Options Evening

We are looking forward to welcoming Year 11 
students, together with their parents/carers, to 
the Sixth Form Options Evening on Thursday 
6th November 2025, from 6.00 – 8.00 pm.

This event is a fantastic opportunity to find out 
more about our Sixth Form — there’s much 
more to it than you might think

Next step on your doorstep



• Outstanding Sixth Form with proven 
success (Oxbridge, Medicine, etc.).

• Trips & Experiences: Washington, 
Iceland, Disneyland.

• Performance Academies: Dance, 
Football (including new Girls RMA).

• Employability Week: Real-world skills for 
future success.

• Academic Support: EPQ, mentoring, and 
tailored pathways.

• Student Voice & Belonging: Every student 
known, every aspiration supported

Next step on your doorstep



Attendance
Support your child to attend school every day

• Arriving on time is key both to school and to lessons

• Make appointments where possible outside of the school day

• When absence is absolutely unavoidable your child needs to catch-

up with the work they have missed

• Talk to their teachers on return and ask for the notes and 

PowerPoints from the lesson

• Find out what topic was covered and use their revision guides 

and PowerPoints to go through this





Prom and end of year 11 celebrations  

• 17th June - Last exam day 
• 18th June - Final Year 11 assembly 
• 24th June - is the exam contingency day. This is set by 

the exam board in case there is a local or national 
problem. Students MUST be available to attend on 
this day if required

• 8th July - Prom 
• We would love every student to join us for this reward trip 
• Celebrating hard work, excellent attendance and excellent 

attitude over year 11



Need help?

•This year we will work closely together
• Check the Friday emails for important messages
• Please continue to contact your child's pastoral 

school or the school in the normal way 
• Contact and ask questions of your child’s teachers
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